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Introduction to ASAPS 1999 Statistics

ASAPS has compiled the 1999 Statistics on Cosmetic Surgery to be the single most 
reliable estimate of the total number of cosmetic surgical and nonsurgical procedures
performed in the United States last year.

The data were compiled by Industry Insights, Inc., an independent research firm, 
and based on responses to written surveys sent to more than 8400 physicians in three
medical specialties (plastic surgery, dermatology and otolaryngology).   

The greater value of ASAPS statistics to your research on cosmetic surgery is:

• ASAPS is widely recognized as the authoritative source for cosmetic surgery 
information

• ASAPS numbers reflect the contributions of multiple specialties 

• ASAPS data is based on actual written surveys projected to reflect national totals

• The ASAPS 1999 survey includes the latest “ancillary” procedures such as laser hair
removal, cellulite treatment and microdermabrasion.

ABOUT  ASAPS
The American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery (ASAPS), founded in 1967, is recog-
nized throughout the world as the leading organization for cosmetic surgery education
and research. Its members are plastic surgeons certified by the American Board of
Plastic Surgery (or, in Canada, by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Canada) who have met additional professional and continuing education requirements
in cosmetic surgery qualifying them for membership. (See 1999 ASAPS Member Practice
Profile on page 9.)   

PLEASE CREDIT THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR AESTHETIC PLASTIC SURGERY (ASAPS) WHEN

CITING STAT IS T ICAL DATA. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ASAPS MEMBERS ARE PLASTIC SURGEONS CERTIFIED BY THE AMERIC A N

B OARD OF PLASTIC SURGERY (ABPS). ASAPS STAT IS T ICAL DATA, HOWEVER,  ARE N OT L I M I T E D

TO PROCEDURES PERFORMED BY ASAPS MEMBERS OR BY ABPS CERTIFIED PHYSIC I A N S .

For more information, or to arrange interviews with ASAPS spokespersons, contact 
the ASAPS Communications Office, 212.921.0500.
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Quick Facts: Highlights of the ASAPS 1999 Statistics 
on Cosmetic Surgery

• There were over 4.6 million cosmetic surgical and nonsurgical procedures performed in 1999, according
to the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery (ASAPS). 

• There was a 66% increase in the total number of procedures performed between 1998 and 1999. There
was a 16% increase in surgical procedures and a 98% increase in nonsurgical procedures.

• In 1999, 89% of cosmetic procedures were performed on females (compared to 90% in 1998) and 11%
on males (compared to 10% in 1998).  

• Chemical peel was the number one procedure overall, up 114% to 841,777. Botox injections were sec-
ond, rising 216% to 498,204, and laser hair removal was third, increasing 340% to 481,978. 

• Lipoplasty (liposuction), in sixth place overall, was the most popular surgical procedure, increasing
32% from the previous year to 287,150. Breast augmentation ranked second among surgical procedures,
up 51% to 191,583. Cosmetic eyelid surgery was third, rising 1% to 183,580.

• Male cosmetic surgery: select two-year comparisons between 1997 and 1999 – lipoplasty (liposuction)
up 87%, cosmetic eyelid surgery up 15%, facelift up 15% and treatment of gynecomastia (male breast
reduction) up 47%.

• Fe m a le cosmetic surgery: select two - year comparisons between 1997 and 1999 -- lipoplasty (liposuc t i o n )
up 58%, breast augme ntation up 89%, tummy tuck up 74% and breast re d uction up 88%.

• Baby boomers between the ages of 35 and 50 had the most cosmetic procedures (43% of total), 
followed by 19-34 year olds (26%) and 51-64 year olds (22%). 

• People 18 years of age and younger accounted for less than 4% of the total procedures (up less than
1% from 1998). Most common among this age group were chemical peels (sometimes recommended for
acne-prone skin), laser hair removal and rhinoplasty (nose reshaping). 

• Cosmetic procedures by race or ethnicity (% of total procedures): Caucasians, 85%; Hispanics, 6%;
African-Americans, 4%; Asian-Americans, 3%; other, 1%.

• Where cosmetic procedures are performed (% of total procedures): of fice-based surgical fac i l i t y, 53%;
hospital, 25%; fre e - s t a nd i ng surg i c e nter, 21%; other, 1%. 

Figures may not add exactly to totals and percentages may not equal 100% due to rounding.

Please Credit The American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery for ASAPS 1999 Statistics
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics Q & A

How are the statistics from the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery
(ASAPS) different from data on cosmetic surgery developed by other organizations?
Other organizations may gather data from only one specialty or from the sponsoring
group’s own membership, so that their statistics reflect a limited portion of the actual
cosmetic procedures performed. ASAPS surveys the specialists (board-certified plastic
surgeons, dermatologists and otolaryngologists) most likely to perform the greatest
number of cosmetic surgical and nonsurgical procedures.

How accurate are the ASAPS statistics?
The survey portion of ASAPS research has a standard error of +/-3.0% at a 95% level 
of confidence. All projections from this data are based on mathematical formulas taking
into account such factors as the total number of board-certified physicians in the three
specialties and relative cosmetic surgical practice volumes.

Why is there so much variance in the statistical data on cosmetic surgery offered 
by various groups?
There are issues involved in any type of data gathering that can lead to variations in
final figures. The survey scope, the weight assigned to different variables and the way
in which data is projected all affect the result. ASAPS has developed its survey method-
ology based on more than 30 years’ experience as the leading organization in cosmetic
surgery education and research.

If ASAPS membership is limited to board-certified plastic surgeons, why does it
choose to report on procedures done by dermatologists and otolaryngologists?
Since 1967, ASAPS’ mission has been the cosmetic surgical education of physicians cer-
tified by the American Board of Plastic Surgery. We believe that the scope and depth of
training provided by an accredited plastic surgery residency program is important to the
safe and effective performance of many cosmetic surgical operations. Otolaryngologists
and dermatologists also receive residency training that equips them to perform certain
types of cosmetic procedures included in the ASAPS survey. The contributions of these
specialists help to balance the survey results and project accurate national totals for all
cosmetic procedures, both surgical and nonsurgical. 

It is a fact that many physicians perform procedures that are outside the scope of their
formal training, and this is of growing concern to state medical boards and others seek-
ing to protect patient safety. ASAPS discusses specialty training in a separate media kit
on Plastic Surgery Credentials. To request a copy, call ASAPS at 212.921.0500.
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics National Totals for Cosmetic Procedures

The following list includes both cosmetic surgical and nonsurgical procedures.
The top 5 surgical procedures are indicated in bold superscript numbers in the column headed Number of
Procedures, while the top 5 nonsurgical procedures are indicated by bold superscript letters. The rankings of
procedures overall (surgical and nonsurgical categories combined) are indicated in the column Overall Rank.

Please Credit The American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery for ASAPS 1999 Statistics
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics Pe rcent of Change in Select Pro c e d u res: 1997-1999

Percent change figures are shown only for those procedures that were addressed in at 
least two of the three years’ surveys. Note that large percentage changes are common 
in cases where the total number of procedures is small.



Contact: ASAPS 212.921.0500 • www.surgery.org ©2000 American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery, Inc.

ASAPS 1999 Statistics Gender Distribution for Cosmetic Pro c e d u re s

The following list includes both cosmetic surgical and nonsurgical procedures. For both males and
females, the top 5 surgical procedures are indicated in bold superscript numbers in the column headed
Number, while the top 5 nonsurgical procedures are indicated by bold superscript letters. The rankings
of procedures overall (surgical and nonsurgical categories combined) are indicated in the column
Overall Rank.

Please Credit The American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery for ASAPS 1999 Statistics
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics Age Distribution for Cosmetic Pro c e d u re s

The top 5 procedures in each age category are indicated in bold and with bold
superscript numbers. Surgical and nonsurgical cosmetic procedures are not 
differentiated in this listing.
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics Regional Distribution for Cosmetic Pro c e d u re s
Please Credit The American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery for ASAPS 1999 Statistics
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics Range of Phys i c i a n / S u rgeon Fe e s* * Per Pro c e d u re
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ASAPS 1999 Statistics Member Practice Profile
Please Credit The American Society for Aesthetic Plastic Surgery for ASAPS 1999 Statistics
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ASAPS Quick Facts: Highlights of Attitudes on 
Cosmetic Surgery Survey

Americans’ general approval of cosmetic surgery
• 57% of women say they approve of cosmetic surgery
• 51% of men say they approve of cosmetic surgery

General approval of cosmetic surgery by age
• 40% of Americans age 65 or older say they approve of cosmetic surgery
• 53% of 55-to-64 year olds say they approve
• 59% of  35-to-54 year olds (baby boomers) say they approve
• 58% of 25-to-34 year olds say they approve
• 50% of 18-to-24 year olds say they approve

Changes in attitude toward cosmetic surgery compared to 10 years ago
• 69% of Americans say they have the same attitude as 10 years ago
• 19% say their attitude toward cosmetic surgery is more favorable
• 8% say their attitude toward cosmetic surgery is less favorable

Americans’ openness about having cosmetic surgery
• 82% of women say that, if they had cosmetic surgery in the future, they would not be 

embarrassed if people outside their immediate family/close friends knew about it
• 72% of men would not be embarrassed

Approval of cosmetic surgery in relation to household income
• 63% of Americans with incomes above $50,000 approve of cosmetic surgery
• 52% with incomes of $41,000-$50,000 approve
• 53% of those with incomes of $26,000-$40,000 approve
• 50% with incomes of $15,000 to $25,000 approve
• 44% with incomes under $15,000 approve

Approval of cosmetic surgery in relation to education
• 68% of Americans with postgraduate education approve of cosmetic surgery
• 58% with college degrees or some college approve
• 47% with no college approve

Approval of cosmetic surgery in relation to race/ethnicity
• 56% of white Americans approve of cosmetic surgery
• 46% of non-white Americans approve

Approval of cosmetic surgery in relation to geographic region 
• People living in the Western U.S. are most likely to approve of cosmetic surgery (56%)
• People in the Northeast U.S. are least likely to approve (51%)

(Data from February 2000 Consumer Survey of 1000 American Households)

Figures may not add exactly to totals and percentages may not equal 100% due to rounding.


